
Preparing to Blow the Trumpets (8:2-5) 
*This is the beginning of a new vision.  The seven trumpets are being blown to sound a warning 
to those who are not sealed with the blood of Christ. 
 

*This alludes to the story of Joshua and the Battle of Jericho, where the trumpets were used to 
warm the people of impending judgment as well as announce the arrival of that judgment. 
 

*The prayers of the saints are mixed with incense and brought to God as an offering, showing 
that our prayers are heard and accepted by God, and they are effective. 

The First Four Trumpets (8:6-12) 
1) Trumpet One:  Hail and fire were mixed with blood, destroying a third of the earth , the trees, 
and all the grass.  Alludes to the 7th Egyptian plague (Exodus 9:13 -26). 

2) Trumpet Two:  A great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea.  The sea became 
blood and a third of the sea creatures died.  A third of the ships were destroyed. Alludes to the 

1st Egyptian plague (Exodus 7:14 -25). 

3) Trumpet Three:  A star fell from heaven into a third of the rivers and springs.  The water be-
came bitter and people died.  Alludes to Jeremiah 9:15 and 23:15. 

5) Trumpet Four:  A third of the sun, moon, and stars were struck so a third of their light was 
darkened.  Alludes to the 9th Egyptian plague (Exodus 10:21 -23). 
 

*These four trumpets could represent the suffering of the created order (Romans 8:19 -22).  It 
could indicate God’s judgment of nature, and of man through nature. 

 

*In the Egyptian plagues, God used natural things in the judgment against the Egyptians, but 
He ramped up the power and magnitude and the devastation caused by these things. 

 

*When we see powerful natural events it should be a reminder of the powerful, awesome God 
we serve,  as well as a remind to those not saved of the power and might of God. 



*There’s an underlying symbolism to these four trumpets, representing the stripping away of 
things that people depend on other than God: 

1) Trumpet One: People depend on  nature for provision rather than trusting God to provide. 

2) Trumpet Two: People depend on the government for security rather than realizing that our 

security is found in God alone. 

3) Trumpet Three: People depend on worldly pursuits for satisfaction  rather that finding their 
true satisfaction in God. 

4) Trumpet Four: People depend on worldly wisdom to guide them rather than recognizing 
that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

*These first four trumpets are a warning those who are not sealed that they can’t find what 
they need by looking to the world.   

The Fifth Trumpet (8:13-9:12) 
*With the first four trumpets, we see the result of people’s own sinfulness and bad decisions.  
However, we’re about to see them actually come under spiritual attack.  

 

*A star falls from heaven that represents Satan.  He unlocks the pit of hell and unleashes a 
swarm of locusts, which are actually demons.  They are given permission to torment those who 
do not have God’s seal.  The torment will be so severe that the people will wish for death, but it 
will not come. 

 

*These demons torment people by luring them into sinful behavior.  They make wickedness look 
appealing.  But in the end, they sting, causing regret, sorrow, and torment. 

 

*The demons have a king called Abaddon or Apollyon, both of which mean “destroyer.” 

“All who dwell on earth, who are not sealed by the true king, have a king who wants to      
destroy them” 

Nancy Guthrie 



The Sixth Trumpet (9:13-21) 
*Four angels bound at the River Euphrates are released, and lead demonic troops on horseback.  
There are “twice ten thousand times ten thousand” which literally translates from the Greek 
“double myriad of myriads.”  This just indicate the huge number of them. 

 

*This could refer to actual warfare, where judgment occurs in the form a military takeover. 

 

*The fire, smoke, and sulfur coming from the horses mouths could also represent false teaching 
that comes from the mouths of some people, in order to deceive. 

 

*In spite of all these warnings, the people don’t repent. 

The Angel and the Scroll (10:1-11) 
*A mighty angel appears to John.  Some people think that this is a theophany, an appearance of 
Jesus in angel form that was common in the Old Testament.   

 

*When the angel speaks it is like seven thunders.  John is not allowed to write down what is 
said., but we do know that he said there will be no more delay.  After the sounding of the six 
trumpets, nothing else has to happen before the seventh trumpet is blown and the Day of  
Judgment arrives. 

 

*When the seventh trumpet is blown, the mysteries of God will be revealed.  According to Derek 
Thomas, “what John is testifying to here is that the end of time will reveal to us what God id 
doing in this word, namely fulfilling his plan of redemption. 

 

*The angel is holding a scroll.  He tells John to eat it.  It will be sweet in his mouth, but bitter in 
his stomach.  This shows that God’s Word is sweet to those who love him, but proclaiming it to 
an unbelieving world can be a bitter experience. 



The Two Witnesses (11:1-14) 
*John is given a measuring rod and told to measure the temple.  The temple refers to those who 
are in Christ, so John is to count to true worshippers. 
 

*The holy city is to be trampled for forty-two months.  The holy city also refers to those in 
Christ.  They will experience a time of persecution that is limited in length.   
 

*Two witnesses are given authority to prophesy.  They represent all of the people of God who 
will testify for Him even in the midst of persecution.   
 

*The two olive trees and two lampstands also refer to these witnesses.  This implies that they 
will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to  proclaim God’s Word.  These two witnesses had the 
same Spirit that Elijah and Moses had. 
 

*When the witnesses have finished their testimony, they are put to death by the beast, which 
represents the state or government that is under the influence of Satan. 

*Death is not the end for these witnesses.  After three and a half days they rise again,                    
symbolizing the resurrection.  Satan, his evil demons, and the governments under his control 
may be able to silence the testimony of Christians for a time, but not forever. 

The Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19) 
*When God created the world He was setting up for Himself a kingdom., but His subjects            
rebelled.  This allowed Satan to set up a counterfeit kingdom on earth.  Daniel prophesied about 
a day when the kingdoms of the earth would be destroyed and God’s kingdom would reign  
eternal (Daniel 2:44).  With the coming of Christ, God’s eternal kingdom was inaugurated, but it 
won’t be fully consummated until the second coming of Christ.   
 

*When we see this imagery in Revelation of the temple being opened and the ark of the cove-
nant being seen, it shows that God’s glory is now being fully revealed, and His people finally 
have access to His presence.  He’s not hidden behind a veil any longer.  



Preparing to Blow the Trumpets (8:2-5) 
*This is the beginning of a new vision.  The seven trumpets are being blown to: 

 
 

*This alludes to the story of Joshua and the Battle of Jericho, where the trumpets were used to: 

 
 

*The prayers of the saints are mixed with incense and brought to God as an offering, showing  

 

that our prayers are _________________ and _________________ by God, and they are _________________. 

The First Four Trumpets (8:6-12) 
1) Trumpet One:   

 

 

2) Trumpet Two: 

 

 

3) Trumpet Three: 

 

 

4) Trumpet Four: 



*These four trumpets could represent: 

 

 

*In the Egyptian plagues, God used _____________________  _____________________in the judgment 

against the Egyptians, but He ramped up the power and magnitude and the devastation caused 

by these things. 

*When we see powerful natural events it should be: 

 

*There’s an underlying symbolism to these four trumpets, representing the stripping away of 

things that people depend on other than God: 

1) Trumpet One: 

 

 

2) Trumpet Two: 

 

 

3) Trumpet Three:  

 

 

4) Trumpet Four 

 

*These first four trumpets are a warning those who are not sealed that: 



The Sixth Trumpet (9:13-21) 
 

*Four angels bound at the River Euphrates are released, and lead _______________ troops on 

horseback.  There are “twice ten thousand times ten thousand” which literally translates from 

the Greek as “_______________  _______________ of _______________ .”  This just indicate the huge   

number of them. 

The Fifth Trumpet (8:13-9:12) 
*With the first four trumpets, we see… 

 

*However, we’re about to see them actually come under ____________________  ___________________.  

 

*A star falls from heaven that represents ____________________ .  He unlocks the pit of hell and   

unleashes a swarm of locusts, which are actually ____________________ .  They are given             

permission to ____________________  those who do not have God’s seal.  The torment will be so         

severe that the people will wish for ____________________ , but it will not come. 

*These demons torment people by: 

 

 

*The demons have a king called Abaddon or Apollyon, both of which mean “____________________.” 

“All who dwell on earth, who are not sealed by the true king, have a king who wants to      
destroy them” 

Nancy Guthrie 



*This could refer to actual warfare, where judgment occurs in the form a ____________________ 
____________________. 

 

*The fire, smoke, and sulfur coming from the horses mouths could also represent _______________ 

________________________ that comes from the mouths of some people, in order to __________________. 

 

*In spite of all these warnings, the people don’t ____________________. 

The Angel and the Scroll (10:1-11) 
*A mighty angel appears to John.  Some people think that this is a _______________________________, 

an appearance of Jesus in angel form that was common in the Old Testament.   

 

*When the angel speaks it is like _____________________  _____________________ .  John is not allowed 

to write down what is said., but we do know that he said there will be no more __________________.  

After the sounding of the six trumpets, nothing else has to happen before the seventh trumpet 

is blown and the Day of Judgment arrives. 

 

*When the seventh trumpet is blown, the _________________________________ of God will be revealed.   

 

*According to Derek Thomas, “What John is testifying to here is that the end of time will reveal 

to us what God id doing in this word, namely fulfilling his plan of ______________________________.” 

 



*The angel is holding a ____________________.  He tells John to eat it.  It will be ____________________.  

in his mouth, but ____________________.  in his stomach.  This shows that God’s Word is sweet to 

those who love him, but proclaiming it to an unbelieving world can be a bitter experience. 

The Two Witnesses (11:1-14) 
*John is given a measuring rod and told to measure the temple.  The temple refers to: 

 
 

*The holy city is to be trampled for _________________________________.  The holy city also refers to 

those in Christ.  They will experience a time of persecution that is limited in length.   

 

*Two witnesses are given authority to __________________________.  They represent all of the people 

of God who will testify for Him even in the midst of ____________________________________.   

 

*The two olive trees and two lampstands also refer to these witnesses.  This implies: 

 

*When the witnesses have finished their testimony, they are put to death by the 

____________________, which represents the state or government that is under the influence of   

______________________. 

*Death is not the end for these witnesses.  After three and a half days they rise again,                    

symbolizing the ________________________________.   



The Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19) 
*When God created the world He was setting up for Himself a ___________________________., but His 

subjects rebelled.  This allowed Satan to set up a ____________________________________ kingdom on 

earth.   

*Daniel prophesied about a day when the kingdoms of the earth would be _______________________ 

and God’s kingdom would reign  ________________________ (Daniel 2:44).  With the coming of 

Christ, God’s eternal kingdom was inaugurated, but it won’t be fully consummated until the 

second coming of Christ.   

 

*When we see this imagery in Revelation of the temple being opened and the ark of the         

covenant being seen, it shows: 


